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The Degree of Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA)

Aw
ard Regulations

the Degree in accordance with these Regulations 
by taking such courses as may be prescribed by the 
Dean of Creative Arts and shall be allowed such 
credit points in respect of courses passed before 1989 
as the Dean of Creative Arts may determine.

9. Transition Rules for Students Enrolled for 
the degree of Bachelor of Fine Arts prior to 
2011 
These regulations took effect in 2011.
To qualify for the Degree of Bachelor of Fine Arts, a 
candidate who enrolled in the degree for the first 
time before 1 January 2011, prior to the introduction 
of common course sizes, may graduate subject to 
meeting the following requirements.
To qualify for the Degree of Bachelor of Fine Arts a 
candidate must pass courses having a minimum 

total value of 480 points comprising:
(a) the Fine Arts Intermediate Examination as de-

fined in Part 1 of the Schedule, comprising FINT 
103 and two 100-level Art History and Theory 
courses, or a course of study approved under 
regulation 4;

(b) one course at each of 200-level, 300-level and 
400-level from one specialist stream as defined 
in Part 2 of the Schedule;

(c) other courses, including one 200-level course in 
Art History and Theory and one other 200-level 
course, from Part 3 of the Schedule.

Candidates, who wish to graduate under these 
transitional regulations, must complete their course 
of study before 31 December 2013. Candidates may 
apply to the Dean of Creative Arts for such variation 
as the Dean may determine.

Schedule to the Regulations for the Degree of Bachelor of Fine Arts
For full course information, go to www.canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Part 1 (Year 1)
Fine Arts Intermediate examination
Course Code Course Title

FINT 103 Drawing and Methods

ARTH 103 'Picasso who?' Introducing Modern Art

ARTH 104 Maori Art: Taonga Tuku Iho

ARTH 105 Art: the Asia Pacific Tour

ARTH 106 Worlds of Architecture

ARTH 107 Worlds of Western Art

ARTH 108 Mahi-a-Ringa: Introducing Traditional 
Material Culture

ARTH 110 Kiwi Icons: Introduction to Art in Aotearoa/
New Zealand

Part 2 (Years 2–4)
Specialist streams (majors) 
Course Code Course Title

DESI 201 Graphic Design

DESI 301 Graphic Design

DESI 401 Graphic Design

FILM 201 Film

FILM 301 Film

FILM 401 Film

PAIN 201 Painting

PAIN 301 Painting

PAIN 401 Painting

PHOT 201 Photography

PHOT 301 Photography

PHOT 401 Photography

PRIN 201 Printmaking

PRIN 301 Printmaking

PRIN 401 Printmaking

SCUL 201 Sculpture

SCUL 301 Sculpture

SCUL 401 Sculpture

Note: Not all 200-level courses may be offered in any 
one year.

Part 3
Courses selected from any other undergraduate 
degree of the University of Canterbury. Enrolment is 
subject to the Regulations of those degrees.
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The Degree of Bachelor of Music (MusB)
See also General Course and Examination Regulations.

1. Duration of the Degree Course
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Schedule to the Regulations for the Degree of Bachelor of Music
For full course information, go to www.canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Group A: Compulsory courses
Course Code Course Title

MUSI 112 Basic Keyboard Skills

MUSI 113 Choir and Sightsinging

MUSI 120 Keyboard Musicianship

MUSI 131 Europe's Musical Heritage

MUSI 171 Materials of Music 1

MUSI 172 Materials of Music 2

MUSI 271 Materials of Music 3

Group B
Course Code Course Title

MUSI 109 From Rags to Swing: the Evolution of Jazz

MUSI 125 Music Recording and Production 
Techniques

MUSI 126 Digital Music

MUSI 127 Composition 1

MUSI 128 European Languages for Musicians

MUSI 130 Music History and Literature 1

MUSI 140 Second Subject Performance

MUSI 141 Performance 1

MUSI 146 Independent Course of Study

MUSI 180 Performance Recording Technology

MUSI 182 The Business of Music

MUSI 190

MUSI 130 28 -1.541 Td
(MUSI�)22onodeA2p 0 2g MUSIe EvoluhA6(egulations)]_0 1 Tf
-0.2T for MusiciansGroup BPerformance 1
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Notes:
1. Applicants are advised to write to the Postgraduate 

Co-ordinator of Fine Arts well before October 1 to 
obtain information on how to lodge an applica-
tion.

2. Intending applicants who have not gained a BFA 
Degree from either the University of Canterbury 

or the University of Auckland should write to the 
Academic Manager, College of Arts, no later than 
1 June of the year preceding that for which admis-
sion is being sought requesting instructions on 
how to lodge an application.

3. All requirements for the degree shall normally be 
completed by 31 October in the year of study.

Schedule to the Regulations for the Degree of  
Bachelor of Fine Arts with Honours
For full course information, go to www.canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Each of the following options is equivalent to three 
courses and consists of the examination of a work or 
works arising out of approved and supervised studio 
course work.
Course Code Course Title

FILM 501 Film

DESI 501 Graphic Design

PAIN 501 Painting

PHOT 501 Photography

PRIN 501 Printmaking

SCUL 501 Sculpture

Each of the following options has a weighting 
equivalent to one course and consists of a fully 
documented paper based on the original research of 
an approved and supervised topic. Documentation 
of the Research Paper may employ photographs, 
video or sound tapes, and drawings in support of the 
written report.
Course Code Course Title

FILM 550 Research Paper

DESI 550 Research Paper

PAIN 550 Research Paper

PHOT 550 Photography

PRIN 550 Research Paper

SCUL 550 Research Paper

The Degree of Bachelor of Music with Honours 
(MusB(Hons))
See also General Course and Examination Regulations.

1. Qualifications Required to Enrol in the 
Degree
Every candidate for the Degree of Bachelor of Music 
with Honours shall have:
(a) either

i.  successfully completed the course for the 
Degree of Bachelor of Music, or

ii.  been admitted under the regulations for 
admission ad eundem statum as entitled 
to enrol for the Degree of Bachelor of Music 
with Honours; and

(b) been admitted to the course by the Dean of 
Creative Arts.

Note: Relevance and standard of undergraduate stud-
ies are the main criteria for admission.

2. Course of Study Requirements
Every candidate for the Degree of Bachelor of Music 

with Honours shall be enrolled for a course of 
study approved by the Head of the School of Music 
comprising courses from the Schedule to the degree 
equivalent to at least 1.0 EFTS and no more than 
1.25 EFTS. These courses must include MUSI 466 or 
MUSI 480. Candidates shall not concurrently enrol in 
additional undergraduate or postgraduate courses 
except with the permission of the Head of the 
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3. Courses From other Degrees
A candidate may, with the approval of the Heads of 
Departments concerned, replace one or two of the 
courses listed in the schedule to the degree by one 
or two courses prescribed for another subject at an 
equivalent level for an Honours degree or a Master's 
degree.

4. Candidacy in Special Cases
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in 

dulpan<</A6 T mmma3ndisacy in cTf
8ng anys23e3r anic 
Board shall determine the condima3nd under which 
candidates who do not qualify under Regulation 1(a) 
shall be admitted to the course for the degreeisacy and 
the courses such candidates must pass to complete 
the degree.

5. 
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Studies; and
(c) been accepted as a candidate for the Degree by 

the Board of Studies and by the Dean of Crea-
tive Arts.

2. Admission in Special Cases
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in 
these regulations, in special cases the Academic 
Board shall determine the conditions under which 
candidates who do not qualify under Regulation 1 
shall be admitted as a candidate for the Degree.

3. Structure of the Degree
To qualify for the Degree of Master of Fine Arts 
in Creative Writing a candidate must produce a 
substantial piece of original work in English, a 
5000-7000 word supplementary essay and formally 
present their work as part of an oral examination.
If the piece of original work is unsatisfactory at its 
first presentation the examiners may, with approval 
of the Dean of Creative Arts, permit the candidate to 
revise their work and re-submit by a specified date.

4. Part-time Study and Time Limits
(a) With the approval of the Academic Board a can-

didate may be enrolled as a part-time candidate. 
A part-time candidate is one who, because of 

employment, health, family or other reasons 
is unable to devote their full-time to creative 
writing.

(b) Enrolment for the Degree of Master of Fine Arts 
in Creative Writing shall be for one year full-time 
study or two years part-time study.

(c) After the commencement of work towards the 
Degree, a candidate may, with the permission of 
the Academic Board transfer from full-time to 
part-time status or vice versa. In granting such 
permission the Board shall determine the time 
limits allowed and may impose other conditions.

(d) Candidates for the Degree of Master of Fine Arts 
in Creative Writing shall not concurrently enrol in 
undergraduate or graduate courses except with 
the permission of the Dean of Creative Arts.

5. Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing with 
Distinction and Merit
The Degree of Master of Fine Arts in Creative 
Writing may be awarded with Distinction or Merit. 
The degree is awarded with Distinction where, in 
the opinion of the examiners, the work presented 
shows special merit. The award of Distinction is 
equivalent to First Class Honours; the award of Merit 
is equivalent to Second Class Honours Division I.

Schedule to the Regulations for the Degree of  
Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing
For full course information, go to www.canterbury.ac.nz/courses

ENGL 692 MFA Creative Writing Thesis

The Degree of Master of Music (MMus)
See also General Course and Examination Regulations.

1. Qualifications Required to Enrol in the 
Degree
Every candidate for the Degree of Master of Music 
shall have:
(a) either

i.  completed the course for the Degree of Bach-
elor of Music with Honours, or

ii.  been admitted under the regulations for 
admission ad eundem statum as entitled to 
enrol for the Degree of Master of Music; and

(b) been approved as a candidate for the degree by 
the Dean of Creative Arts, on the recommenda-
tion of the Head of Music.

2. Structure of the Degree
A candidate for the degree shall be examined in one 
of the following:
(a) MUSI 693 MMus Composition (prerequisites: 

MUSI 471 Composition 4).
(b) MUSI 692 MMus Performance (prerequisites: 

MUSI 473 Performance 4 and MUSI 474 Ensemble 
Performance).

Note: Enrolment in this course is limited. See the Limi-
tation of Entry Regulations.

3. Admission in Special Cases
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in 
these regulations, in special cases the Academic 
Board shall determine the conditions under which 
candidates who do not qualify under Regulation 1(a) 
shall be admitted to the course for the degree, and 
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the courses such candidates must pass to complete 
the degree.

4. Time Limits
The requirements for the degree shall be completed 
by full-time study within one academic year 
provided that in exceptional circumstances the 
Academic Board may approve an extension.

5. MMus with Distinction or Merit
Where, in the opinion of the examiners, the work 
examined for the degree warrants the award, the 
examiners shall recommend that the degree be 
awarded with Distinction or with Merit.


