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General Regulations and Policies

Admission Regulations

A. General
1. 	 Except where the relevant regulations otherwise 

provide, and subject to Regulation 6 below, every 
candidate for a degree, diploma or certificate 
shall be required to matriculate.

2. 	 A person is academically eligible to matriculate 
who has qualified for admission under any of the 
following provisions:
(a)	 University Entrance (see Section B below);
(b)	 A New Zealand citizen or permanent 

resident, Australian citizen or permanent 
resident, or citizen of the Cook Islands, Niue 
or Tokelau, who has attained the age of 20 
years on or before the official course start 
date (a person over 20 who holds University 
Entrance may choose to be admitted under 
provision (a), above);

(c)	 Transfer from another New Zealand univer-
sity as qualified to enrol for a degree (see 
Section C below);

(d)	 Ad eundem statum ('with equivalent stand-
ing') regulation (see Section D below);

(e)	 Discretionary Entrance (see Section E below);
(f)	 Special Admission (see Section F below).

Notes: 
1.	 Applicants who have taken Cambridge Inter-

national Examinations or International Bacca-
laureate Examinations at New Zealand schools 
must apply for entrance under ad eundem 
statum provisions (Section D below).

2.

competence in both written and spoken English. 
The Academic Board will be satisfied of an 
applicant's competence in English:

(a)	 if the applicant has New Zealand university 
entrance under NCEA; or

(b)	 if the applicant has a New Zealand university 
entrance qualification under Regulation 2(a) 
above and whose entrance qualification pre -
dates university entrance via NCEA, excepting 
that international applicants for whom Eng-
lish is not their first language must include 
a subject where there is a significant English 
language content (see Note 2 below) or must 
also satisfy 3(d) or 3(f) below; or

(c)	 if the applicant has an overseas entrance 
qualification from a country where the main 
language is English and the instruction for 
that qualification was in English; or

(d)	 if the applicant performs to a satisfactory 
level in an approved English language test 
(see Note 3 below); or

(e)	 in the case of postgraduate study, the ap-
plicant provides evidence that their under-
graduate degree was substantially taught in 
English; or

(f)	 if the applicant provides other evidence 
acceptable to the Board of competence in 
English.

This regulation does not apply if the applicant 
is aged 20 years or over, and is a New Zealand 
citizen or permanent resident, or Australian 
citizen or permanent resident.

Notes:
1.	 The University does not accept responsibility 

for an academic failure attributable to a stu-
dent's lack of competence in English.

2.	 For the purposes of Regulation 3(b) the student 
must have a C pass in one of the following 
subjects: Agriculture, Biology, Classical Studies, 
Economics, English, Geography, History, History 
of Art, Accounting, Media Studies, Drama.

3.	 For the purposes of Regulation 3(d) the mini-
mum entrance scores in terms of English are:

For undergraduate entrants: either
(a)	 International English Language Testing System 

(IELTS) score of 6.0 overall with no score lower 
than 6.0; or

(b)	 TOEFL internet-based test score of 80 with 
minimum band scores for Reading 19, Listening 
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B. University Entrance
1. 	 University Entrance means:

(a)	 From 2005:
i. 	 A minimum of 42 credits at Level 3 or 

higher on the National Qualifications 
Framework, which must include a mini-
mum of 14 Credits at Level 3 or higher in 
each of at least two approved subjects, 
with a further 14 Credits at Level 3 or 
higher from one or two domains or ap-
proved subjects;

ii. 	 and the numeracy requirement of a mini-
mum of 14 Credits at Level 1 or higher 
in Mathematics or Pangarau on the Na-
tional Qualifications Framework;

iii. 	 and the literacy requirement of a mini-
mum of 4 Credits in Writing and 4 Credits 
in Reading at Level 2 or higher on the 
National Qualifications Framework in ap-
proved credits in either English or Te Reo 
Maori. The full requirement must be met 
in one of English or Te Reo Maori but not 
a combination of both.

Note: The University will be informed by the New 
Zealand Qualifications Authority of those who are 
eligible for University Entrance under these provi-
sions.
(b)	 From 1993 to 2004: Higher School Certificate 

and a C grade or higher in each of three New 
Zealand University Entrance, Bursaries and 
Scholarships Examinations subjects.

C. Transfer
1. 	 Any person who has been enrolled at another 

University in New Zealand may transfer either:
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qualifications at any educational institution 
in New Zealand may be admitted ad eundem 
statum as a candidate for a degree or other 
qualification with such standing as the 
Academic Board may determine.
(a)	 Not withstanding the above, in exceptional 

circumstances a person who has not yet 
completed such a qualification but on 
the assessment of the Academic Board is 
considered to have achieved preparation of 
equivalent status, may be granted admission 
ad eundem statum.

(b)	 In such cases continued enrolment might be 
conditional on passing such courses as the 
Academic Board may determine.

3. 	 A student admitted ad eundem statum with the 
status of a holder of a degree or other academic 
award is deemed to satisfy any academic 
requirement which a holder of this award may 
satisfy, but not to be a holder of this award.

4. 	 Before being admitted ad eundem statum, 
applicants must satisfy the requirement of 
competence in English as prescribed in Section A 
General, Regulation 3 above.

5. 	 Applications for admission ad eundem statum 
must be made on the prescribed form with the 
prescribed fee and supported by (a) evidence 
identifying the applicant and (b) original 
certificates of the academic qualifications on 
which the application is based (or certified 
copies thereof).

Notes:
1.	 For the prescribed fee for admission ad eundem 

statum see the Schedule to the Fees Regula-
tions.

2.	 Applications may be made at any time, but 
to be certain of receiving notification of ac-
ceptance in time to complete the formalities 
(especially in the case of overseas applications), 
applicants must make sure that the necessary 
forms are submitted  before 1 November for 
Semester 1 (February start) and before 1 April for 
Semester 2 (July start).

E. Discretionary Entrance
1. 	 These regulations are applicable to New Zealand 

citizens and permanent residents and Australian 
citizens who are under 20 years of age and 
who are not otherwise qualified to enrol for an 
undergraduate degree qualification.

2. 	 Eligibility to apply: A person under the age of 
20 years may apply for Discretionary Entrance 
provided that he or she:

(a)	 is a citizen or permanent resident of New 
Zealand or a citizen of Australia; and

(b)	 does not meet the University Entrance stand-
ard; and

(c)	 has achieved a minimum of 24 points in the 
International Baccalaureate but has not been 
awarded the Diploma; or

(d)	 has received schooling to at least New Zea-
land Year 12 (or its equivalent overseas), and 
has obtained a minimum of 72 credits at Lev-
el 2 NCEA including a minimum of 14 credits 
in each of four subjects, three of which must 
be approved subjects, and a number of Mer-
its and Excellences, or equivalent; and

(e)	 has met the literacy and numeracy standards 
required for University Entrance, or their 
equivalents; and

(f)	 has: 
i. 	 not completed Year 13 at a New Zealand 

secondary school; or
ii. 	 undertaken study in Year 13 at a New 

Zealand secondary school, but has not 
attempted to qualify for University En-
trance.

3. 	 Any applicant against whom a decision is given 
under Section E may appeal to the Assistant 
Vice-Chancellor (Academic). The appeal must be 
lodged in writing with the University Grievance 
Advisor within 10 working days of the decision 
or such longer period as the Assistant Vice-
Chancellor (Academic) may determine. A person 
whose application is declined by the Assistant 
Vice-Chancellor (Academic) may appeal to the 
New Zealand Qualifications Authority, whose 
decision in the matter is final.

Further information, regulations and application 
forms may be obtained from the nearest secondary 
school or University Liaison Office. Applications 
with the applicable fee must be made before 10 
December. Late applications will be considered on a 
case-by-case basis.
Note: Students attempting to achieve University 
Entrance under NCEA in one year are not eligible to 
apply for Discretionary Entrance in that year. They 
may, however, apply for entry to summer programme 
credit courses. If University Entrance is not gained, the 
student may continue with the course and if successful 
will be credited with the course when eligibility to enrol 
at the University is achieved.

F. Special Admission
1. 	 In exceptional cases, a person who does not 

qualify for admission under Section A, General 
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Regulation 2(a)-(e) above may apply for special 
admission to enter the University if they:
(a)	
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MUSA 141
MUSA 143

Entry by audtion. 

MUSA 144
MUSA 192
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MPA Special application to the programme. 35 35
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MAud Special application to Department by 1 November. 2nd Monday in 
February 

13 

MGIS Part I Special application to Department of Geography by 30 
January. 

10 January 10 

MSc - Applied Psychology 
(Parts I and II) 

Special application to Department by 30 November. Part 
II limited to those completing second year of professional 
programme. 

1 February  15 

MSc - Engineering Geology 10 January  6 

MSc - Hazard and Disaster 
Management 

10 January  15 

MSLP Special application to Department by 1 November. 20

PGCertAntaStud Special application to Gateway Antarctica by 1 August. 16 

PGDipClinPsyc Special application to Department by 30 September. 1 February  12 

PGDipEngGeol
BSc(Hons) – Engineering 
Geology
MSc Part I – Engineering 
Geology

Students with a B+ grade average and fulfilling all 
prerequisites for the programme of study will be enrolled 
first; students with a B- (PGDipEngGeol only) to B grade 
average and fulfilling all prerequisites will be enrolled in 
the remaining spaces on a merit basis 3 weeks prior to 
the programme start date.

30

PGDipGIS Special application to Department of Geography by 1 
November. 

10 January  10 

Part 2
Enrolment in courses in Fine Arts shall be subject to 
the following conditions:
1. 	

(a)	 The total enrolment of students taking Stu-
dio courses for the Degree of Bachelor of Fine 
Arts shall not exceed 230.

(b)	 The total enrolment of students taking 
courses leading to the degrees of Bachelor of 
Fine Arts(Hons) and Master of Fine Arts shall 
be limited by such constraints on space and 
staffing as the School of Fine Arts shall deter-
mine as existing in any one year.
Note: The Studio courses are FINT 103 and the 
courses listed in Part 2 of the Schedule to the 
Regulations for the Degree of Bachelor of Fine 
Arts.

2. 	
(a)	 The total enrolment of students in FINT 103 

shall normally not exceed 78, with no more 
than two international students. 

(b)	 Should more than 78 persons apply for 
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Notes:
1.	 Preferential Entry for NCEA students will be calculated using the best 24 credits from each approved sub-

ject. Excellence and Merit credits are counted first, then Achieved results as required up to a maximum of 
80 credits.

2.	 Excellence Credits are worth 4 points. Merit Credits are worth 3 points. Achieved Credits are worth 2 points. 
Unit standards can be counted towards your entry score and are worth 2 points. 

Programme entry requirements still need to be met.


