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This realignment also has potential implications for the cordon sanitaire. The overall rightward 

shift, the spread of parties from further right along the political spectrum to groupings such 

as ECR, and the national-level alliances that establish links between centre-right, right-wing 

and far-right parties within the political groupings, complicates the continuing exclusion of 

parties of the political extreme.  

 

Shifting Policy? 

The more immediate implication of a rightward shift in the European Parliament, however, is 

to be found in policy and legislative decision-taking. Already we are beginning to see a move 

away from the centre, a trend that is likely to strengthen. Migration policy is a case in point. 

The European Parliament is gradually shifting from its more left-leaning orientation on the 
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President von der Leyen beginning to send out signals that she is interested in renewing her 

mandate for a further five-year term, she may find that this rightward shift poses significant 
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